JAMAICA AIDS SUPPORT FOR LIFE
PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Jamaica AIDS Support For Life Mourns Passing of Its Director Aston Cooke
Friday, February 22, 2019. KINGSTON, Jamaica – Jamaica AIDS Support For Life (JASL) mourns the passing of its
director, Aston Cooke, who was found dead at his home this morning.
A director with JASL for the past 20 years, Aston was an advocate for the transformation of the organisation into a fullscale body that holistically responds to the needs of those whom it serves. He was also instrumental in JASL achieving
numerous milestones in its 27 years of operations and is credited with being the brain behind JASL’s anti-stigma and
discrimination posters and calendars.
Executive director of JASL, Kandasi Levermore, says Aston’s untimely death has left the organisation with a void it will
never be able to fill. She says his work with JASL over the past two decades speaks volumes but it is his calm disposition
and astuteness in creating that body of work which the JASL family will miss him for most.
“Aston’s passing is devastating for all of us and will leave us with a void for a very long time. The creative flair that he
brought to the team is marked only by a man who has immersed himself in all aspects of life, and that he did well – in the
arts which he loved dearly, both as an actor and playwright; pageantry; and as a committed servant of the marginalised.
Aston brought a savvy, yet calm commitment to the job that is simply unmatched. He leaves behind a legacy that the
directorship and all of us can be proud of.
The board of directors of JASL, its management, staff and clients extend our condolences to Aston’s family, friends and
and loved ones in this very difficult time.
Jamaica AIDS Support for Life is the largest and longest-serving organisation offering, prevention, treatment and care
services to persons living with and affected by HIV & AIDS. It is also devoted to creating an enabling environment for
marginalized groups including women living with disabilities, orphan and vulnerable children and others deemed at risk for
HIV.
The organisation has chapters in St. Ann and Montego Bay and, in November 2018, opened its newly renovated wellness
centre complete with a lab and pharmacy in Kingston.
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